
EXPLANATION OF MEMORIAL CATEGORIES

Please Note: Costumes entered in Memorial judging cannot be part of a current commercial line, other than in the Commercial Category. 

ANIMAL/MASCOT: This category can be either an animal or a mascot representation whether it is animal, human or otherwise. They may be realistic or cartoon. Workmanship, imagination, design and execution are extremely important.

AUTHENTIC REPRODUCTION: The goal of this category is in the faithful reproduction of an authentic costume. It may be inspired by a famous painting, historical personage or period of history. It need not be copied in details of color but should be faithful in style, silhouette, details and flavor of the original example. Authentic fabrics and trims must be used. Within reason, undergarments should reflect the correct period. Research is a must.

COMEDY: The obvious end of humor and comic relief is the goal of this category. Clowns caricatures, or satirical comments are some of the areas, which might serve as inspiration for design in this category. Workmanship, imagination, design and execution are extremely important. 

COMMERCIAL: This category is for member firms that manufacture costumes for resale. With equal attention paid to the qualities of all other categories, the COMMERCIAL entry should be any product or new addition to the line of a particular company. The COMMERCIAL entry is not eligible for the GRAND INTERNATIONAL AWARD.

FANTASY: This category refers to any costume which is representative of thoughts, whether it be fantasy, the super natural, the extraterrestrial, myths, dreams or visions that evoke creatures from other worlds, spirits, fantastical beings or whatever your mind can conjure. Workmanship, imagination, design and execution are extremely important.

FIRST SHOWCASE: The goal of this category is to encourage more entries into the showcase competition. There are no restrictions on design or cost in this category. This category is limited to any NCA member that has never entered Showcase Competition.

HOLIDAY: This category refers to any costume created specifically for a Holiday. It can be a popular holiday such as Christmas, Easter, etc. or a personal holiday such as a wedding or graduation. The use of color, creativity and imagination are important in this category. The entry can be realistic or cartoon and should obviously represent the holiday well. 

MASQUERADE: This category is a very challenging one. You can enter any type of costume or costumes, any period, any creation, as long as the costume is colorful and could easily be used in any type of masquerade. The use of color, comfort, creativity, imagination and execution need to be observed in this category. It should reflect the very best of the masquerade trade.

SPECTACULAR: This category refers to any extravagant and flamboyant costume thought up by its designer. The wilder, more opulent, more overdone, more gigantic, more outrageous and yet tasteful, the better. Again, the major qualities are workmanship, imagination, and execution. 

THEATRE: This category calls for the specific representation of a character or characters from a drama, musical, opera, operetta, ballet, or theatrical endeavor. It may be a highly original adaptation of a period, a fantasy, or a tragic expression. Particular attention should be paid to detail, research, adaptability and comfort of the costume. 

MAKEUP: Each entry is also eligible for the Murl Daniels MAKEUP award, and the William Zauder Makeup Memorial award, if they choose to enter. This category does not have separate eligibility for the GI award. This must be noted on the entry blank. The entrant must see that his or her makeup is appropriate to the costume, complete in application and created specifically for the competition.  First and second place awards are given in Showcase only. 
SHOWCASE ONLY:

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

NONCOMPETITIVE: This category was created for those firms who do not want to compete, yet wish to show the beautiful examples of their art. It may be a commercial creation or a fabulous representation of a particular idea. The same stringent rules for construction apply, but no awards will be made. There is no Memorial award for Non-competitive and it is not eligible for the GI.

YOUTH: Boys and girls of any age attending the Convention may enter this category. There is no restriction on style of costume, anything goes (within moderation). As every child is a winner, all youth entering this category will take home First Place. It provides a training ground for SHOWCASE competition in the future. 25% of the total design and construction must be done by the youth. There is no Memorial award for Youth and it is not eligible for the GI.
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