MEMORIAL AWARDS’ HISTORY

Memorial Awards are named in honor of the following outstanding members of the National Costumers Association: 

ROBERT SCHULTZ MEMORIAL AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING ANIMAL/MASCOT COSTUME: This costumer, who was especially interest in animal costumes, was from Van Beau Costumes in Royal Oak, Michigan. He and his wife, Anne, were very active members of our Association. Bob was a member of the Board of Directors and served as an officer. His major contribution was the creation of the Memorial Fund, which, today, provides funds for student scholarships and the business exchange program. 
WARREN HENDRICKS MEMORIAL AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING AUTHENTIC REPRODUCTION COSTUME: This gregarious and outspoken man from Hudson Costume Rentals in Long Beach, California, was elected to the Board of Directors in 1965, but was forced to resign due to ill health. He served as a chairman of many committees, including Showcase, and was interested in improving the quality of costumes in the costume rental industry. 
JEANETTE and PERCY RUBENSTEIN MEMORIAL AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING COMEDY COSTUME: This award was the first Memorial Award to be given. This soft-spoken man had a steel determination to see things done properly. He was a watchdog of the NCA, and, in many instances, forced the Board of Directors to face many problems looming in the future. A true “southern gentleman”, Mr. Rubenstein and his lovely wife, Jeannette, were leaders in spreading warmth and friendship in behalf of our Organization. The Rubensteins owned Bittner’s Costume Studio in Nashville, Tennessee. 
TROSCLAIR FAMILY MEMORIAL AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING COMMERCIAL COSTUME: The Trosclair Family, consisting of Margaret and Harold, their daughter Lori and their late son Todd, became an active part of the NCA in the early 1960s. The family hosted the 1969 and 1985 New Orleans conventions, and Margaret served as a member of the Board of Directors and chaired many committees. Her talent as a designer brought the company three Grand International Awards. Their business, Trosclair’s Costume Supplies in Marrero, Louisiana, was lost to a disastrous fire in January 1996. 
CLIFF ALLEN MEMORIAL AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING FANTASY COSTUME: This award is given in honor of the gentleman from Salt Lake Costume Company in Salt Lake City, Utah. Cliff honored our Organization by serving on the Board of Directors and as President from 1961 to 1963. He also served in the capacity of Secretary/Treasurer and as Editor of The Costumer magazine. Cliff and his wife, Iris, hosted the Salt Lake City conventions in 1962 and 1980. He was honored with the Harrelson Award in 1987. 
DOROTHY N. AND LAMAR C. KERNS MEMORIAL AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING FIRST SHOWCASE COSTUME: Dorothy started Costume Holiday House in 1959, joined the NCA in 1969 and attended every convention until 1999. She served on the Board of Directors and won the Harrelson Award in 1991. LaMar was Dorothy’s “silent partner” and was elected Secretary/Treasurer in 1984, serving until 1999. He was awarded the Unsung Hero Award and the NCA Gold Medal in 1992 and Honorary Life Membership in the British Costume Association (BCA) in 1998. Costume Holiday House, Inc., won the Grand International Award for their Shaman in 1998. 
HELEN AUNE MEMORIAL AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING SPECTACULAR COSTUME: Helen Aune was the owner of Arizona Costume House in Phoenix, Arizona. She and her husband, Howard, hosted the 1983 Phoenix convention. Loved for her wild and wacky ways and her great talent as a designer, she was a constant participant in showcase and won the coveted Grand International Award three times. Helen also served on the Board of Directors and served as an Educator at many conventions and regional meetings. She was awarded an Honorary Life Membership in our Organization in 1987. 
ABE JACOBSON MEMORIAL AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING MASQUERADE COSTUME: Abe Jacobson, with his wife, Bernice, owned and operated Fierberg’s Costume Company in Hartford, Connecticut. His interest in our Organization was tremendous, as was evidenced by his attendance at almost every convention and his participation in the many events. 
CHARLES AND ELSIE VAN RIPER MEMORIAL AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING HOLIDAY COSTUME: Elsie and “Van” owned Unique Costume Rental in Fullerton, California. Elsie was active in all areas of our organization and served as NCA President from 1976 to 1978. Van was always at Elsie’s side providing love and encouragement. They were always active participants in Showcase. 
C. ARTHUR LANDES AND JOSEPH R. LANDES MEMORIAL AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING THEATRE COSTUME: This award is in memory of a father and son. “Art” Landes, the father, was present at the very first meeting of the NCA in 1923. He served s President from 1937 to 1941 and led the fight to see that the WPA’s costumes were not released to the open Trade Show. He was also the force behind the creation of “National Costume Week”. Art and his wife, Dorothy, hosted the Indianapolis conventions in 1938 and 1955. “Joe” Landes, the son, followed in his father’s footsteps and served as President from 1958 to 1960. During his term, 1960 convention was held in Toronto, Canada, the only time an NCA convention has been held outside the United States boundaries. Joe also served our organization as Secretary/Treasurer and Magazine Editor and was responsible for bringing back the “magazine format” to our publication in 1981. Both men were recipients of the Harrelson Award, Art in 1959 and Joe, posthumously, in 1983. They owned and operated Landes Costume Company in Indianapolis, Indiana. 
WILLIAM ZAUDER MEMORIAL AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING MAKE-UP: “Bill” Zauder grew up in the wig and make-up business that was owned by his father, Louis Zauder. He became a renowned make-up artist and worked many years for the Metropolitan Opera Company. He traveled many years as a salesman, first for his family make-up company and, beginning in 1976, for Ideal Wig Company. Along with his charming wife, Rose, they traveled the country calling on costumers. Bill planted the seeds of interest in our organization to his customers and his efforts are the results of many of our current members. He was indeed the “Good Will Ambassador” of the NCA. 
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